RSA@USC Talk/Chat 3 November 2021

"Dissertation to Book”
Hannah Rule
ruleh@mailbox.sc.edu

1. whatis a dissertation
2. the dissertation is not a book

3. the dissertation article
4. why and when academic books are written
5. "not one word was the same”

6. Discussion/Q&A/AMA
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— lrene L. Clark, Writing the Successful Thesis and Dissertation: Entering the
Conversation, Prentice Hall, 2006.

—  William Germano, From Dissertation to Book. U of Chicago P, 2005/13.

— Rhetmap: Map of Monograph Publishers
o http://rhetmap.org/monograph/

— Rhetorlist: comprehensive archive of book publications in comp/rhet/writing
studies. Starts in 2018.
o https://www.rhetorlist.net/

— Book Publishers in Comp/Rhet/Writing Studies Hannah follows:

Utah State University Press/University Press of Colorado

WAC Clearinghouse

University of Pittsburgh Press - Composition, Literacy, and Culture Series
NCTE, Studies in Writing and Rhetoric Series (SWR)

[Southern lllinois University Press]

o O O O ©°

— ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global Database
o (search in TCL search bar, connect to the database)



From Clark

¢ Originality in the academic world evolves from the voices of

Although theses/dissertations differ by discipline, institutioy,
and country, most adhere to the following characteristics: ’

« A thesis/dissertation begins by identifying m\wnov_oa or issy L

that is well defined and worth addressing. The problem o
issue leads to a research question and a consideration of
how it may be answered.

« A thesis/dissertation is a persuasive scholarly document that
presents an argument and supports it with evidence. Its goal
is to convince a committee and other members of the aca-
demic community of the following:

+ The problem, situation, or issue is significant to the
profession.

W, or issue has not been treated ade-
quately in previews’Scholarly work (although it probably
has been addressed before).

+ The author has created or discovered a credible strategy
or direction for addressing the problem, situation, or
issue. ,

« A thesis/dissertation enables the student to enter a scholarly

conversation by engaging with other texts:

+ “Listening” to what other texts have to say

+ Understanding their main points

+ Discovering possibilities for expanding or perhaps refut-
ing those points o .

others. Students often become overwhelmed by their con-

cern with finding something completely “new” to say, but a

thesis/dissertation often builds on ideas that others have
already written about, extending an argument, addressing a
gap, or modifying a point of view.

. * JIn terms of the thesis/dissertation proposal, although not all

proposals are the same, most devote sections to the follow-
ing elements:

+ Explaining the problem
+ Showing its significance to the field

+ Showing that the author is familiar with relevant prior
publications

+ Explaining the need for solving the scholarly problem in
terms of a gap in the previous scholarship ,

+ Presenting a plan for research

+ Presenting a potential structure for the final written
product

Find Examples of the Type of Thesis/Dissertation You

Want to Write

The library at your university should have a file of theses written
in your discipline, and it is a good idea to examine several to get
some ideas for the work you plan to do. Look at how the pur-
pose was presented and at the structure that was used. You may
even find one that suits your own goals quite well, and you can
then begin by using it as a model. Start by imitating and then
move beyond, developing your own ideas as you continue to
reflect. Slavish imitation usually results in a mechanical, uninter-
esting text, but modeling in the initial phase of composing can be
helpful.

and Dissertations (NDLTD) can serve as a useful source of ideas.
You also should peruse Dissertation Abstracts Online, which
characterizes itself as “a definitive subject, title, and author guide
to virtually every American dissertation accepted at an accredited
institution since 1861. Selected Master’s theses have been

\ :‘ In addition, the growing Networked Digital Library of Theses
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